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CHRISTIAN 


b. rogpattc dom. | 


The Charter of the Goſpel, ſhewing 
the priviledge and prerogative _ the Saints | 


by vertue of the Covenant. 


Wherein theſe foure pains nts of Do&trine are properly 
— — oved both by Scripture, . 

pithily applied, Y=. | 
| C1. ner 1 
| finne, no finne hath dominion over him. 
2. Thar finne though it doth not raigne inthe Saints, yet | 
+ x doth remaine and dwell in them. 

< 3- Tharthe way to overcome finne, is ct affurance of | 
| | the Love, andgrace, rac whereby it is 
, forgiven them. 

4- That whoſoever is under the Law , finne hath domi- 
* mon over him. 


: By thar late fairhfull and worby Miniſter of Ieſus | 
E Cinſt, Jon x Px x s ro x, Dodor in Divimry, Chap- 
| kinc im Ordinary to los Majeſtic, Mafict of EmanucH 
2 ECD. os nel babe, charge fin 
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The Names of Dotor loun PrzESTON 
his ſeverall Treariſes. | 


| Luke 9. 23. 

4-A 1rcatiſc of the Sacrament, upoa |; 
1 7ob.5.14. 

3- The Saints daily Excrciſc, or a 


a Treatiſc of Prayer Cupon 1 Theſ.5.17. 
4- The New Covenant in 14 Sermons, upon Ger. 17.12. 
Vnto which is added 4 Sermons upon Eccleſ.g.1.2.11.12. 
1, A Treatiſc of Humihation in 10 | 
Scrmons, the firſt 9 upon Rom. 1.18. 
The tenth Preached before the com- 


. ' mon houſe of Parliament, upon 
5. ———_ | Namb.25.10.11. 
: - er; ” Of Sandtification or the New Crea- 
/ | ture in 9 Sermons upon 1 (7.5.17. 
3- Of Communion with Chriſt in the 
| Sacrament in 3 Scrmons upon I ('s- 
i rath.n0.16. 


6. The Dodrine of the Saints Infirmitics upon 2 Chron, 30. 
18 19,20. 


| 7. The Breſtplate of Faith and Love, containing 18 Ser- | 


mons uponthrce ſcverall Texts, viz. Revel. 1. 17. 1 Theſ, 
I.3.Gal.5.6, 
8. Five 
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8. Five Scrimons Prea-+ | 


Diety 
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1. Twn,3115. 
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9: Two Treatiſes of Mortiflcation , and Hamiliation, upon 
Col.3.5.. Epheſ. 2 1,2, 3. Togetherwiththelivel life, 
AT realiſe of Vivification 

10-Hi Remaines,con- 31, Iudas rRepent ance. « 
taining 3, exccllent>2. The Saints Spiritual] hecngaki + 

{T cs, Viz, 3. Paxls Converſion, 

rx:.The Golden Scepter, with the Churches Mariage,beinh 
three Treatiſes in one volume, 

12. The Fulncfſc of Chriſt, upon eh» 1. 16, 

I 3. A Heavenly Treatiſe: of the Divine Love of Chriſt, in | 

_ Five Sermons, ypon 1 Cor.16.2 2. 
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THE CHRISTIAN 


FREEDOME, OR THE CHAR- 


TER OF THE GOSPEL, SHEW- 
ING THE PRIVILEDGE AND 


Prrxogative of the Saints, by vertue 
of the Covenant. 


R O m1, 6. I4. 


For funne ſhall not have dominion 
pra $f) 0a for ye are nor  wnder the 
ut under grace.” 


dEag Heſc words are - brought in 
—Iþ thus ; the Apoſtle exhorts 

them notto fi inne, but togive 
their members as inſtruments 
unto righteouſneſle : and to 
move them to this, hee tells 
them that ſinne was not their 
Lord now as it was hereto- 


fore, and that it ſhall have no more dominionover 
them, and therefore he bids them ftrive againſt it : 


B 
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and then he adds a reaſon of this , becauſe they were 
not under the law , but under grace, now Chriſt hath 
changed their hearts : for while a man is under the! 
Law, finne. hath dominion over him ; it tells him 
what to doe, bur gives him no power to doe it: but 
you have the grace of ſanctification to change your' 
hearts, and enable you to every good word and 
work, ſo that yow deleght in the Law after the inner 
man, albcit ow ſee another law in your members warring 
againſt the Law of your minde , and bringing you into cap- 
trvity t9 the law of ſinne which is in your members, as it is 
ſaid, Chap.7.ver.23. | 

Whence wee may learne , That hee that is in the 
flate of grace , lyeth iu no knowne ſinne ; no ſinne hath do- 
mmion over him, 

Now, finne is ſaid to have no Dominion over a 
man, three manner of wayes, viz. in regard | 

T. It hath no right to rule overhim; it is no 


| more our Lord, but is as a ſervant that hath no do- 


minion, bur is ſaid to offer violence to us: as if the 
King of Spazxe ſhould rule over us, hee hath no do- 
minion over us. 

2. Inregardit is not obeyed, for there it hath 
dominion: as a Prince may have right. to a King- 
dome, yetif hee be not obeyed, hee hath no do- 
minion. 

3. Inregardthough it ſtrive againſt us, yet it ne- 
ver gets the victory : for thought affault us, yer if 
it get not the victory, it hath no dominion over us: 
this is proved by three Similitudes which muſt be 
explancd, viz, 

Firſt, it was our Maſter, and we its ſervants ; but 


now 
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now wee have changed our Maſter, and are becomye | 
the ſeruants of righteouſneſſe, ver. 18. 
Secondly, itis ſaid that we were married to fin, 
and it had dominion and command over us , as the 
þ husband over the wife; but now it is dead, and 
+ there is a divorce betweene us, and now wee are 
married to Chriſt - and hee commands us, and 
wee obey. | 

Thirdly, itis ſaid we are dead to funne, and alive to 
God, ver.11. and therefore we cannot live in finne : 
tor,command a dead body to goe about a buſineſle, 
and he cannot, becauſe he is dead. | 

| Now the reaſons of the point be theſe. The firſt | Reaſ. r. 
istaken from Chriſt , wee are zngrafied znto Chrift, | 
| and into bis death,and into the fimilitade of his reſurrefti- 
| 0n, verſe 5, 

Wearec grafted as a graft into Chriſt, and all the 
old ſap is taken away, and wee have new {ap, and 
bring forth new fruit , and have no other, becauſe 
we grow inanother tree, and we live to God : yet 
we may commit ſinne , though wee allow not our 
ſelves in it ; for theythat are Chriſts, have crucified the 
fleſh with the affeftions and lafls thereof : if therefore 
there be any luſt reigning in us,weare notin Chriſt, 
Againe, if any man bein Chrift, hte is anew creature, 
| and therfore he doth not wallow in his old fins: ſo 
ſ ſaith God , Twill give you @ new heart ;, and, all things 
| are become new, and, old things are done away : there- 
| fore wee cannot. lye in any knowne finne. Againe, 
whoſoever is in Chriſt, hath received of his fulneſſe, | 
and grace for grace z in him we are able to doe all things: 2IY 


and therefore if we cannot ſtrive againſt old ſinnes, 
B 2 2 wect 
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The Chriftian freedome, or 
wee are not in Chriſt, | 
Secondly, becauſe wee have the Spirit of God | 
ruling in us, and therefore we walk after the Spirit, 
and not after the fleſh: now if we lye in any known 
ſinne, we have not the Spirit, and therefore are not 
in the ſtate of grace: ifany man have not the Spi- 
 rit of grace, he is not the Sonneof God : now if he 
walk atter the fleſh, hee hath not the Spirit, for the 
Spirit gives him ability to ſtrive againſt all ſinnes. | 
| Thirdly, he is borne of God : now, herhar 5 born | [ 
| of God, (inneth not that is, finne ruleth not over him : | 
fora man is ſaid to ſihne that favours wickedneſle, 
and ſetteth his heart to ſinne : hee finneth nor, be- 
cauſe he is like God, as a ſonne is like his father; 
and therefore a wicked man is like the devill , be- 
| cauſe he is his Father, and his wickednefle is in 
him, and thercfore the devill is called the father of 
the wicked : and ſo every regenerate man hath all 
the righteouſnefle of Chriſt,though not in the ſame 
degree, he hath perfedt holineſſe of pares , though 
not of degrees : now then he hath no member of Sa- 
tan in him, that is, no knowne finne which hee 
loveth. 
Fourthly, becauſe hee hath the whole law writ- 
| ten in his heart, and his heart is ſerto obey the 
whole law , and therefore hee cannot lye in any 
knowne finne. | 
Fifthly, becauſe he is wholly changed and tran- 
{lated to another man: which is expreft two wayes. 
1. The whole drift of his minde is changed. As 
_— the earth were made free, the whole bent 
it 


p— 


were to goc upward, ſoa manis wholly bent 
towards | 


| | 1% %-£ 
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towards heaven , orclſe his heart is not changed: 
and if ſo, he can lye in no knowne ſinne. 2, Heis 
changed in his taſte, S.Paul ſaith, They that are is 
C brit, ſavoury not the things of the fleſh, bat of the ſpirit : 
every ſinne is bitter to the regenerate man, it it be 
not, then he ſavoureth the things of the fleſh. To 
this is that agreeable , Keepe this feaſt with unleavencd 
bread, and net with old leaven of maliciouſneſſe : we muſt 
be unleavened bread to Chriſt, we muſt give no al- 


lowance to finne. 
* Sixthly, becauſe they know God. The Lord 


ſaith by his Prophet, / wil write my law in their hearts, 
and they ſhall know me : ſo that with this writing the 
law in their hearts, they cannot but know finne ; 
for they are changed intheir mindes before they 
can know God : hence inferre that he that knowes 
God, will not change from the immurable God to 
the mutable creature z and they that doe it, doe it 
becauſe they know not God. 

Seventhly, becauſe hee hath faith , which will 
make him not lie in any knowne finne : for all fins 
arceither of the temptation of the devill, the fleſh, 
or the world : now, faith overcomes all theſe, 

1. It overcommeth the world , This is the viRo- 
ry that overcommeth the world, even your faith : bur if 
the world could overcome the regenerate in any 
rempration, then this were nottrue that fanh over. 
commeth the world , but he ſhall not be overcome by 
theglory and riches of the world. 

Secondly the fleſh, The juſt nalketh in his integrity. 
To this may be added, that bleffings are every- 
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where annexed to the keeping of the commande- 
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ments ; Bleſſed arethey that have reſpe# wnto'thy com- 
mandements: If you leane to the rightband,, or to the 
left, 9c, Againe, If you keepe the whole law , and of- 
fend in any one , youareguilty of the whole law, Bur, bc- 
fides theſe Scriptures , there be other reaſons to 
prove that the regenerate man cannot lyc in any 
knowne ſinne. | 

Firſt, becauſe hee that lyes in any knowne ſinne, 
hath another for his Lord and God, and ſo is an 
Idolater, and ſo cannot be regenerate, for hee 
yeeldeth to the ſame ſtill; if it commands, hee 
obeyeth; God commanding him, hee neglecteth 
it,and therefore maketh it his God, 

Secondly, becauſe he that lyeth in any knowne 
ſinne , will be unconſtant in the ſerving of God : 
now God rcjeCteth ſuch an one, for though the 
_—_— to that finne being removyed, hee ſerve 
God, yet that ſinne ſetting upon him, hee forſakes 
Gods ſervice, and obcycth it, and when ſoever oc- 
caſion is offered, hee turneth to obey it: now ſuch 
unconſtancic God hateth. As among men a flower 
though it be more beautifull than a pearle , yetit is 
not regarded ſo much, becauſc it is fading; and a 
ſhip may ſaile ſafe a great while, bur yet falling up- 
ona rock maketh ſhipwrack : ſo a man may wake 
ſhipwrack of faith and « good conſcience, 21d ſuch a one 
cannot be in the ſtate of grace. 

Thirdly, becauſe hee that lyeth in any knowne 
ſinge, will, if he had like ſtrong temptations, com- 
mit all the ſinnes inthe world ; as be a man en- 
clined to covetouſneſle or uncleanneſſe, hee would 
commu any other if hee were as much cnclined to 
any 
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of grace. 

Fourthly, becauſe if a man have a good heart,no 

ſinne can grow there, becauſe it is out of its proper 
7 therefore cannot proſper : as plants chat 

grow in Indis, if they be ſet here, wither, ſocyery 

ſinne in a good heart isout of its proper place, and 


” 


heart is not regenerate. 
Fifthly, becauſe he muſt hate the word of God 
and godly men: for whena man is ready to com- 


ly men diſſwade him ; and therefere now if he doe 
it, and they ſtill rebuke him, hee commeth to ac- 
count the word a reproach,and he hates it and good 
men likewiſe. Thus Herod is Fohns friend a great 
while, till he tels him of his beloued ſinne,and then 
off goes his head: ſo hee hates God, and wiſhes 
there were none, becauſe he reſolveth to finne, and 
God reproves him, and ſo hee cannot beina good 
eſtate, 

Srxthly and laſtly, becauſe all his ations will 
have an cevill tincture from that his finne; it ſo 


| ſwayeth all he doth, that nothing is currant in Gods 


ſight. As if a man were ſet toget honour, though 
he did not direQtly fall into that ſinne, yer hee ſqua- 
reth all his aRions that way, hee affecteth ſuch per- 
ſons as may further that his intent, ſo that ſinne 
leavencth every action of his ; and whenſoever 
any adt of religion oppoſeth him, he then forſaketh 
|all : aSifa man have a projeR to get a harveſt that 

is 
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any other : now, ſuch an one cannot be in the ſtate | 


| wil not grow, but wither every day more & more : | 
- [but he that findeth finne growing in his heart, his 


| mit finne,the word is at him to diſſwade him, god-- 
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is not yet come, all that hee doth, is for that end, | 
hee ploweth, ſoweth, and the like; ſoit is witha 
man that hath a ſinne, and reſolves to follow it, hee 
byaſſerh all his aCtions by that , therefore God abs | 
horres him and all that he doth. 

Firſt, this is to try us : hereby every man may 
know whether he be in the ſtate of grace or no. If 
he lics in the leaſt knowne ſinne that is, hee is but 
counterfeit ; if though he be admoniſhed, and told 
that God will not have him to doe ſuch a thing, yer 
he doth it, it is a ſigne he is not in a good eſtate : as 
if a man knew and were perſwaded he ought not to 
abound in idle ſpeeches, and yet will, it is a figne 
he is not in the ſtate of grace, So when he is com- 
manded to pray, and yct doth it not, or doth it only 
for ſhe, it's aſigne he is ina bad eſtate : or if hee 
knew it a finne to be idlc,and is perſwaded of it,and 
yet will, it's a ſigne his eſtate is not good: ſo for 
immoderate gaming, if one be told hee ſhould not, 
yet will uſc it, certainly he is bad : ſo for the luſt of 


the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 


when a man ſhall ſpend all his time, and finde all 
thoughts bent that way for any one of them, cer- 
taine it is his heart is not gracious ; for then theſe 
thoughts would not abound in him , but thoughts 
of growing in grace; bur if his morning thoughts 
be for ſatisfying of the fleſh and the luſts thereof, 
or his ſecret plots, he may juſtly feare it's a reigning 


-finne : for when all his projects aud thoughts arc 


upon one thing , as to be in fine apparell, it's cer- 
taine {inne reigneth in him, and ſo he is inthe ſtate 
ot damnation; as a Scholer that wholly aymes at 


vaine 
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vaine glory, and how to get honour and credit, that 
ſinne reigneth in him. 

But there were many which ſeemed religious 
men , which had theſe infirmitics in them in the 
SCriptures. 

True, and many therefore not truly regenerated, 
but ſeeming only ſo: now many make a faire how 
under the meanes, when falling into temptations, 
they fall away : bur if they be not commanded, or 
think not of it, great faults may ſtand with true 
grace; but if they be admoniſhed by their conſci- 
ence, or others, and told they muſt nor doc it, then 
their eſtate is not good; for true grace cannot ſtand 
with theſe failings. ; 

Now, the ſignes whereby we may know , whe- 
ther we live in knowne finnes or not, arc theſe, 

I. Living in a knowne «inne is of two' ſorts , 
1. Knowne, when men ſell themſelves to commer wicked- 
neſſe before the Lord, as Ahab did ; when he powreth 
out himſelfe to vanity , as when a man ſhall give up 
himſelfe-to drink or to company, or to commit any 
ſinne of uncleauneſſe , or giveth himſelfe to ſpend 
all of his time in recreations , this is evident to the 
world and to his owne conſcience. Againe, when 
he plainely forſakerh God and good courſes which 
he tooke before, as Dems did, this 15 plaine, he ly- 
eth in a knowne ſinne. Secondly, the ſecres lying 
in ſinne, the fignes whereof arc theſe. 

1. Whena man commirteth it ordinarily : this | 
is that Pewl ſaith , that the Saints fall upon occaſi-| 
ons : 25 if a man be ſailing into Frexce,, atempelt 
driveth him into Spine ; ſo the Saints face is.to- 

C wards \ 
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wards heaven, but a ſuddaine paffion may drive 
them another way. To commir —_ ordinarily, is 
to commit it when temptation aſſaileth, and occaſi- 
on is offered, and impediments removed, then hee 
commits the ſinne ordinarily ; for if there were 
{uch temptations alwayes , hee would commit the 
ſinne alwayes : as Pharaoh was good by fits, he was 
often reſtored , and deſired Hoſes to pray for him, 
yet when temptation came, hee would not let the 
people goe, though before he had intended to do it. 
So Saul,when opportunity was offered, would have 
killed David, though he {wore not to doc it; and 1{o 
Hazael: this is committing of finnes ordinarily. 

Secondly, When a man reje&eth admonitions, 
and the reprover. A poore childe us better than a fooliſh 
(that is a rich) King that will no longer be admoniſhed, 
for then his heart is evill: for if a man be willing 
to have his luſt mortified, hee is well ane with 
him that brings him a knife to cut it off, becauſc he 
doth as he would have him to doe: but when men 
are purpoſed to lyc in finne, they doe as a man 
doth with Phyfick that he loatheth, he hateth even 
the very pot it ſelfe wherein it was; ſothey hate 
them that admoniſh them , even as dogs :- bur if 
they can endure the company of good men, it is a 
ſienetheir hearts are good. 

Thirdly, Abſtinence from occaſions : for many 
ſay theirinfirmities make them runne into ſuch and 
ſuch finnes , but if they were minded eo leave their 
ſinnes, they would leave their evill company and 
all occaſions. To this adde the uſe of the meanes : 
for heeghat purpoſcth to forſake his ſinnes, will - 

tne 
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the meanes : as ifa man that is a drunkard, will 
keepe drunkards company , hee hath not purpoſed 
to torſake his finnes, for then he would forſake and 
leave hisevill company :- but if hee uſe the meanes 
for mortifying the ſinnes hee loveth, then it is a 
ſigne he is willing to leave finne. 
Now the mecanes for mortifying finfull luſts in 
us, are theſe. | | | 
Firſt, to make a vow not to commit that ſinne, 
nor touch the occaſions, for then it is a ſigne our | - | 
hearr is {incere : this is a comfort to thoſe that have 
made yvowes ; which ſhould be more uſed, notto. 
make perpetuall vowes, but for ſome ſhort time. - 
Secondly, to faſt and pray, for ſome luſts are 
not caſt out but by theſe three. - 
Thirdly, to uſe godly mens company , for their 
practiſe and example helps them to forſake their 
ſinnes, to faſt and pray, ſ 
Another figne of not lying in any knowne fin, is | 
whe a man prayes for admonitions,that Godwould 
ſtirre up ſome to admoniſh him, and can be content 
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| | _ |] roſcarchreaſons out of the Scripture againſt it, and a 
is glad when he heares it reproved in the publique L 
miniſtery. " | 

Fourthly,when we can be content to be deprived , 
| of many things which might further our luſts, and | | 


to loath what ſweetneſſe might cnereaſe them, that | = | 
is a ſure ſigne that ſinne rules not in us. 

Fifthly , when a man confeſleth his ſinnes parti- 
| cularly, and plainely : for this is a figne hee would 
| forſake them : this reaſon the Scripture doth ſhow, | 


becauſe then the conlcience maketh ſuch a noyſe 
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that he cannot denic it; for when a man is purpo- 
ſed to continue in finne; hee will not confeſle his 
finnes, no not to God: it is ſaid when they came 
\ ro Fobn Baptiſt , They confeſſed thery ſonnes, Marth. 3.6. 

So David \aith , I ſuid, I wilt confeſſe my tranſgreſſions 
| _ the Lord, and thou forg aveſf the iniquity of my finne. 

P[41.32+5. 

Fond W hen he is cafily conviRted : but when 
mcn will not be convicted, as ſccke out diftinti- 
ons to maintaine their ſinne , it is a figne it is pre- 
valent in them. Againe, when they will not cxa- 
mine buth ſides, but runne to commit it, and ſtop 
| their cares like a deafe addey, which refuſeth to beare the 
voyce of the Charmer, charme he never ſo wiſely, and will 
not heare the reaſons againſt that finne , leaſt they 
ſhould be reſtrained. Therefore the righteous arc 
ſaid to ponder their weyes, and conſider thezr paths, and 
to 77 everything,and to take that which i good. Now, 
hee that will bur heare reaſons againſt the ſinne he 
doth, he is none of theſe : but when he will nor be 
convinced , which is the firſt work of the ſpirit, it 
is a ſigne he is under the dominion of ſinne, 

Seventhly , when a man abſtaineth from finne 
not onely out of a naturall conſcience, -but out of 
2 ſpirituall ; for anaturall conſcience may deceive 
him : for there be three degrees of conſcience: 
Firſt, a prophane man hath ſome conſcience , Sc- 
condly , a civill man hath more conſcience; yet 
both naturall : Thirdly , a godly man hath moſt 
conſcience. 

Paul ſpeaketh of the heathen, that they had a | 
| conſcience that did sceuſe and excuſe them : but when 
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the Charter of tbe Goſpel. | Wi 
a man doth not commit finne, being enliohrned by 
a ſpirituall conſcience, which is when a man hath 
aloveto the contrary grace, and is carried with a 
certaine defire to doe it (as men cat) though there 
| were no reward, and hate the finne, and will not 
—_  [commitit, this isa good fone that finne hath nor 
dominion over him : but a man may have a reſtraint 
from a naturall conſcience, yet it may have domi- 
nion over him, becauſe it is as a barking dogge,that 
keepes the theefe from robbing. 
Eighthly, when a man 1. Doth not purpoſe to 
| commit the ſinne ; 2. Hath reluQancie in the com- 
mitting of it. 3. Grieveth afterwards, and riſeth 
with a bettZr reſolution not to doc it. Bur if this 
proceed from a natural conſcience, it is nothing : | 
bur if it proceed from a ſpirituall conſcience and 
hatred of ſinne, this is a good ligne. | 
Ninthly, when after Eriving we have the victo- 
ry : for wE ſhall have the victory it we ftrive aright. 
j This takes away their excuſe that ſay it's their in- 
; firmitie : bur if they lye nor in finne, they will 
| have the victory overit , elſe thou art not a King, | 
fora King is victorious , yer a King may have re- | 
| bels, yea, he'may be wounded , yet hee keepes his | 
L = power.- $o-the Saints may have many infirmities, | 
g yea they may have ſound falls, yet m the end they q | 
2 have the victory; God ſball tread Satan under their | 
| feet ; wherefore the Godly mans hearr, though hee | 
failcth ſometrimes:, is like a troubled(founraine, i} 
which though it be muddie , yet becauſe there is a: if} 
| ſpring of grace in his heart, it worketh it ſelfe pure | 
Fu | againe, and works out all the mud. Therefore con- 
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tent not your ſelves with diſlike of fine, but leave 
not till you have got the victory. 
Tenthly , Obſerve whether thou delighteſt in 


thoſe that commit the ſame finnes : if you doe, you | | 


lye in ſinne , - whatſoever you pretend. They doe not 
onely choſe things, but have pleaſure in thoſe that doe them, 
Rom, 1.#(t, This is a ſigne of a deſperate heart. For 
a man may be drawne to ſinne by paſſion, yet his 
heart may be upright: but when hee alloweth and 
loverh it in another, then there is no paſſion to lead 
him, bur it's a figne his heart is bent to it: for it's 
a {igne of grace when you love thoſe that excell in 
grace z ſo on the contrary it's a ſigne of a corrupt 
and rotten heart, when wee reoyce in miquity. As 
for example, ſuppoſe a man have a luſt of unclean- 
nefle, yer difliketh it in another, and liketh thoſe 
that excell inthe contrary vertue, it's a figne hee is 
ina good eſtate; and this 1s true;, becauſe in ano- 
ther a matt hath-no paſſion to lead him away. 
Eleventhly , when a man' ſhall commit a ſinne 
cleane to the contrary after perſwaſion, and lo 
deliberation, as in Feroboam, Saul, and Ahab , cheſs 
commir:ed their finnes but once or twice : Saul 
had a commandement from Samuel not to doc it, he 
had many dayes deliberation upon it, yet hee did , 
which loſt him his ſoule. David commutted greater 
ſinnes, yet God counted them nothing, becauſe he 
did not caſt God away: but Saul had caſt him oft, 
ſo Ferobeam ſct up the calfe on deliberation, and 
contrary to the perſwaſion of the Prophet, there- 
fore God caſt him off. This was Balams finne, who 
deliberated what he ſhould doe, yet having a ſecrer 
| defire | 
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defire of reward, did curſe Iſrael; which made 
God caſt him off: this was the fin of Francis Sprya, 
who was ſmitten for committing of a finne of de- 


"| liberation. | 


Twelfthly and laſtly , when a man ſhall make 
no conſcience of ſmall particular finnes , wherein 
his judgement is convicted that they are finnes, it's 
a ſigne finne hath dominion over him: this is plaine 
by Scripture ; He that us not faubfull m the grearh, he 
may doe it, yet not be faithfull. Againe by reaſon, 
ifa ſmall ſinne be a finne againſt God, then why 
make you no conſcience of. the leaſt ? for God is 
offended with theſe as well as with the greateſt : 
ſoif ye make conſcience of the greateſt of the du- 
ties of Gods worſhip, why doe you notalſo of the 
leaſt duties? for God 1s = re with theſc,as well 


but they need not be ſo preciſe as ſome ſcrupulous 
men are : but let them examine themſelves : if the 
leaſt ſinnes be finnes , they muſt allo make conſci- 
ence of them: ſo if we muſt keepe an houre of the 
Sabboth, there is the ſame reaſon of the reſt of the 
houres ; ſo for idle ſpeeches, and faſhioning of our 
ſelves tothe world, ſo if we ſecke for preterment 
or riches, it is contrary to the commandement of 
God: ſecke not to be rich; for they that mill be rich, 
drowne themſelves in perdition and deftrufion : ſo wee 
muſt not keepe company with evill and unſanctified 
men : examine how wee practiſe this inall duties 
commanded , let us try our ſelves by abſtaining 
from occaſions , whether wee refraine our ſelves 


from the temptations of objects ; for our ons 
mu 


as with the other. Some ſay they will be religious, ' 
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muſt be gracious, not by fits, but alwayes ; ſo we 
muſt be diligent in our Callings : if out of conſci- 
ence we doe this, we are faithtull z otherwiſe wee 
are not: for the ſame God which commanded us 
not to kill, commanded us not to commit adultery : 
if then thou committeſt adultery, thou offtendeſt 
God: ſo Moſes would not leave an hoofe behind 
him in Egypt, becauſe God commanded him ſo to 
doc. Know you not that no wnrighteom man ſhall inhern 
the m—_—_ of God > 1 Cor.6.9. So it wee abſtainc 
from toule finnes, yet if we commir the leaſt, wee 
ſhall never goe to heaven. 

It ſerves for encouragement for fearefull Chri- 
ſtians : for if finne ſhall not have dominion over 


you, then this may _— you againſt the finne 
that prevaileth againſt you ſometimes ; at laſt you 
ſhall have the vittory : it is true that many finnes 
make warre againſt many Chriſtians', and will not 
be overcome for a long time, it may be for one, 
two, or three yeares ; yet ler usnot bediſcouraged, 
but renew our ſtrength againe, and inthe end wee 
{hall have the victory. " 
Thirdly, we have here the priviledge of Chriſti- 
| ans ; forthough they be ſervants while others be 
Princes , yet they are free in regard of their luſts, 
To ſee a man led to his execution, wee would not 
think it were for his honour; ſo when ungodly 
men thrive in their worldy luſts, their ſoules are led 
to deſtrution, when finne ſhall have no dominion 
over the godly ; but the ambitious and voluptuous 
men doe whatſoever their luſts command them, 
witha miſerable bondage. q 
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It is not ehough for men to ſee their finnes, ot to 
blame them in themſelves, orto pales ro amend 
or forſake them , bur they muſt ſtrive to overcome 
them , or elſe they ſhall have no promiſe of the | 
Goſpel apply'd utito them. Pharaoh was a wicked 
man, yet with heart he purpoſed to let the children 
of 1ſrael goe ; but when ſome temptation aſſavlted | 
him, then he would not let them goe : ſo Sau pur- 
poſed in his heart not to kill David, inſomuch that 
he ſware to Jonathan he would not doe it, yet af- 
terward he attempted t upon another tempration : 
but wee muſt come to feele that finne hath no do- 
minion over us, otherwiſe we ſhall heare that ſen- 
tence , Depare from mee ye wicked into everlaſting fire | 
and , Out of thy owne moath 1 will adjudge thee, O thou 
wicked ſervant. 

And fo much may be ſufficient for the unfolding 
the firſt point of doftrine z proceed wee to a ſecond 
which flowes from hence alſo, and that is this, viz, 
Thar fine although it doe not rafene in the Saints, yet 
doth rem tint and dwelt ih them: for proofe whereof 
ſee this place of Scripture ; If any man thinketh (ſaith 
Saint Jobn) that he hath no fixne, hee & @ lyer , and there 
i norruth mm him. The truth whereof will be ſcene 
in theſe things clearely. | | 

1. Becauſe our knowledge is imperfe&t , and| 
therefore every grace is imperfe@, as our faith,an * | 
{} 6ur love ; anJ therefore much fintic muſt be in| 
a min, in a8 much as his grace is not perfea. 

3. The fleſh luſterh againſt rhe ſpirit; therefore 
it j5 plaitie there is finne in us, yea ſo much that of-| 
ren times it even captivateth'us, = 
'D -.-—-. Jo Wer 
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3- Wee have in this life bur the firſt-fruirs of | 
-theſpirit : now when wee ſhall havcir in fulneſle, 


we ſhall have no more than enough ; therefore ha- 
ving now but the firſt-fruirs of the ſpirit , Mortifi- 
cation , and SanGification , finne is not wholl 

aboliſhed in the Saints in this life , bnt doth dwell 


1. To humble us, and to make us ſee what is in 
our hearts, and to make us know that the Lord 
bringeth us to the holy Land , therfore God ſome- 
times left the Iſraclites to try them z and ſo hee 
troubled Hezechiah to know what was in his hearr , 
and ſo he ſenta Meſſenger of Satanto buffer S. Paul, 
leſt hee ſhould be exalted above meaſure through 
aboundance of Revelations ; and ſo the Lord doth 
deale with every Saint, 

2. That Chriſt may be acknowledged , for if 
wee had no ſinne in us, we ſhould not acknowledge 
the benefits of his mediation ſo much as now wee 
doc : All are ſhut up under finne, that be might have mer- 
cie upon all, Rom.3.9. & 11.32. that is, that it might 


meerely by the mercic of God in Chriſt, as is ſaid, 
Rom.3.26, Otherwiſe wee ſhould not righely value 
our juſtification and ſanctification z but ſeeing him | 
ſubduing, pardoning our finnes, wee fee what need 
we have ds him, how that we are loſt without him. 
3- That wee might exerciſe our faith. 1 Joh.3.2. 
wee are the ſonnes of God , but it doth not yet appeare what 
wee ſhall be, &c. So God hath hid his children under 
baſeneſſe, that their faith might be exerciſed: for 
things we ſee, we may cafily beleeve, bur faith i 
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| of things nor ſeene : therefore God doth as men doe, 


hide Jewels under baſe places, where men would 
looke leaſt for them : wherefore wicked men 
ſtumble, and are offended at this,' becauſe they doe 
not bejeeve it; and therefore it is made an article 
of our faith, that we need and belceve the remiſſion 
and forgiveneſle of ſinnes. Bur let us apply it. 

I. This ſhould teach us not to be diſcouraged 
for thoſe infirmities that are in us, for there arc 
ſuch in every Saint. Sinne is a gueſt to evill men, 
but a theefe to the godly , which they would not 


have come in their hearts: ſo it is one thing to | 
weare a chaine as an ornament, and another as a | 


fetter to reſtraine them : therefore the godly ought 
not to be diſcouraged, bur to aſſurethemlelves they 


| areunder grace. 


2. Wee muſt not cenſure men for the ſlips and 
falls wee ſee in them : for wee muſt remember 
that ſinne dwelleth in them, we muſt not preſently 
judge them to be hypocrites ': Be not avany maſters, 
ſaith S. James, that is,cenſure him not, for be flanderh 
or fallath tohis awne Maſter. Rom, 14.4. | 

3. This ſhould teach us to be watchfull,and not 
to think our labour is at an end when we are in the 
ſtate of grace; for ſinne ſtill dwellethin us, and 
though we have the victory over finne one day, it 
will tight againſt us the next day : as ina garden 
the weeds will grow, becauſe the roots are not 
quite plucked up, and:taken away , ſo {inne is inus, 
and therefore we muſt think it will fight againſt us 
and vex us; and therefore I ſay, let us renue our 


ſtrength. 
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Now for this, weCFirſt, weaken finne. | 
muſt doe cheledSecondy, pray to Gad to make 
two things. us 'watchfull, | 

And fa have alſo done with;the ſecond dodrine. 


ſon of the promiſe made unto them inthe former 
part of qhus verſe, that finne ſhell not bave dominion 


- [over thor, becauſe they are wor wander the Lan, but wnder 


grace : 1 gather this conclufion, vis, That the way 0 


God, and that it is forgiven them : the reaſon why the 
Apoſtle promiſes them finne ſhe#l noe have dowinion 
oves them,is, becauſe they are not winder the Law but un- 
der grace, that is, they had aſſurance of Gads.love, 
and th: their finne is forgiven them : this is proved 
from thaty Faith purifieth the heart ; and, Tow repent and 
beleeve the Goſpel. 
_ the reaſons hereof are theſe foure cſpeci- 
ally. 0 U 

n Becaule it is the-meanes to get the ſpirit, with- 
our which no finne is forgiven, which commeth by 
faith; for it is not recieved by the law, for ſo faith 
the Apoſtle , Recerved you the ſpirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith > Gal.3. x. 
* Secondly, itisthe-way to make us beleevethe 
promiſes , to make us beleeve that wee are tranſ- 
formed into a heavenly nature : for when wee'be- 
leevethe-promiſes are true, that works love in us, 
-and''love: transformeth us into the divine nature, 
, without which no finne is overcome. | 

Thirdly , becauſe hereby wee are able to reſiſt 


; the tentations, which are cither for the enjoying 1 
$000, 


Againe, from the latter part of theſe words, or rea-- 


0VErcoms fINRE , 15 10 get af[wr ace of the love and grace of | 
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o00d, or fleeing ofevill, fo that theſe promiſes 
pound more good then ſinne can harme : finne | 
threatned the loſte of outward things, bur the pro- |. | 
mites propound cternall lite , which is betcet than 
all things elſe inthe world. | 
Fourthly, becauſe we doe dclight in-God : for | 
when wee doe belceve in God that our finnes arc 
forgiven us in Chriſt, then we looke at God as on a 
mercifall Father , and then wee ceaſe to delight in 
- ras we begin to delight our ſelves inthe 
ord. | 
The uſe hereof is. firſt, for diretion, toteach us 
the way how to heale a finne, and that is toget aſ- 
ſurance thar i is pardoned and forgiven; for legall 
terrours doe not healea finne, bur iris faith that pu- | 
rifies the heart,and purifying pacifies it: As a Tray- 
tor will not come in, when hee hearcs a proclama- 
tion out for his death z but when he heares he ſhall 
live, and be pardoned, this makes him to come in: 
ſo we, when wee onely fix our eyes upontthe legall 
terrours, ſhallnot heale our finnes ; but when wee 
beleeve they are pardoned, this heales them. 
But forrow and a broken heart are required for | Obje8, 
ſinners to be aſſured of their forgiveneſſe, £ 
This forrow is not fo.much commanded, but it | 4ujw, . . . 
is that whereby: God prepareth his fervants hearrs, = - 
to make them ſee what need they have of pardon, 
and ſo they may ask pardon: but the ſorrow com- 
manded is that which followes beliefe,/ for the | 
more I beleeve the promiſes, themore-Iſhat grieve. 
for diſpleaſing him. | | 


But what is the way to get aſſurance of the for- | @wefl, 
D3 ___ givencſſe | 
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giveneſſe of our ſinnes may ſome fay. 


done which is to be done 
I anſwer, That that BYE ED 


leeved whichGod hath 
8 promifed. 
Firſt, The things to be done on our parr,are theſe: 

1. Confeſſion plainely and truly : we muſt con- 
feſle them to God,and ro man, when we our ſelves 
cannot overcome them. 

2, Contrition; which is when a man is not ſtub- 
borne, and reſiſteth Gods will,and will pleaſe him- 
ſclfe ; to get his heart broken, and to ſay as S. Pawl 
ſaith, Loyd, what wilt thes hawe mee to doe > and then 
weare ſubje@to his will. To bim will I looke that is 
of a contyite heart, | 

3- Deſertion, or forſaking of ſinne : for, He that 
forſaketh not bis ſinnes, ſhall noe proſper 5 which is when 
we having the like occaſions, yet will not give way 
to him, but follow our owne luſts. 

Secondly , That that be beleeved which God 
hath promiſed and that is, that as.hee hath ſaid, 
He will forgive our finnes, upon ſuch and ſuch condi- 
tions, ſo we belecve it. And to make us to doe this, | 
theſe motions may perſwade us, 

1. Becauſe he is mercifull ; in whoſe mercy there 
are three things, all very material! and moving. 

I. Itis naturall to him , hee is not weary of 
ſhewing mercy : as the eye is not weary of ſeceing, 
nor the care of hearing, no more is God in ſhewing 
mercie: bur inus itis not naturall, but an infuſed 


| quality, and therefore wee are weary when men 


provoke us often. 
| __ 2. His 
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therefore come within compaſle of this quality, 
and hee will exerciſe it; for no finne is beyond 
Gods mercy : this keepeth us from deſpaire: for 
though they be great, yet God is able to forgive 
them. As the raine watereth as well the great 
held asthe little garden, and as the Sunne ſhines as 
well on mountaines as on Molchills , and as it 
diſperſeth the thick miſt as well as the leaſt thipne 
cloud, ſo doth Gods mercy paſſe by great ſinnes as 
well as little. 
But if our ſinnes be exceeding great, aggravated 
with circumſtances, and often committed, then we 
cannot imagine that God will forgive us. This is 
anſwered by the Prophet 1ſazah, God is more mer- 
cifull than mancan be finfull , he is more mercifull 
than we can imagine : My thoughts aye as much above 
your thoughts as the heaven 1s above the earth, 
3. Weſce much mercy in men, and inthe mo- 
-| ther of a childe: now, it is but as a dropout of the 
ocean of Gods mercy, but as a ſpark to the whole 
element of fire. 1f yow being evill, can grue good things 
| to your children , how much more ſhall your Grad Fa- 
ther gc. Sce what the Scripture ſaith , [am merce- 
full, for _ tniquity, tranſgreſſzon 2nd ſinne : the firlt 
word f1gnities originall ſinne , the ſecond actuall, 
the third rebellion, all which God can forgive. 
Secondly , becauſe it is the end of Chriſts com- 
ming-into the world : now, no man will doe any 
thing, eſpzcially ſo great a matter as to kill him- 
ſelfe, for no end : | Chriſt then dyed for the for- 
—_ of finnes. This S. Pawl urgeth: von 
0 


— 
= _— 


——._— 


| 


2. His mercyis infinite; but in men it is not ſo : 
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' The Coriſianfreedome, or 


of Chriſts comming was #0. feve pray, otherwiſe 
the croſſe of Chriſt had beene of none cffet,, and 
his mediation of no uſe, if men did not commit 
ſinnes, or if God ſhould not forgive them : there- 
fore God muſt needs be ready to forgive. 

Thirdly , becauſe God beſcecheth us to be rc- 
conciled unto him through Chriſt : now, if God 
doth this, if wee ſ{ecke carneſtly, hee will heare us, 
The Prodigall being willing to come home to his 
Father, he met him, and reccived him joyfully : ſo, 
doth God, hee chargeth his Miniſters to compell 
mento come in, that is, to preach Gods mercy,that 
he will forgive their finnes, and therefore the moſt 
acceptable ation toGod is to bring afinner to him, 

Fourthly, the charge laid on us to beleeve: wee 
are charged on the paine of death ro belceve, and 
therefore it is molt profitable for us,and molt plea- 
ſing to him: hee takes it wel at our hands thar wee 
ſhould belceve, and by the hand of faith lay hold 
on him ; which hee would not doc if he were not 
ready to forgive. 

Fifthly, from the examples of others , letus ſce 
what God hath done for them, and it will make us 
beleeve : he forgave Manaſſes as well as Foſbus, he 
pardoned Aary Magdalen as well as Elizabeth, and 
Paw as well as Peter : he hath forgiven the greateſt 


{ finnes as well as the leaſt, and he will alſo deale ſo 


with us. | 
Sixthly, from the effeRs of it which are theſe. 
1. Itglorificth God much: Abrabaw belceved, 
and glorified God much : for the greater the ſin- 
tier is, the more honour is givento God : as the 
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| the Charter of the Goſpel. | 25 i 


Phyſitian hath the greateſt glory. by (curing the 

reateſt wound: ſo God hath the greateſt glary by 

| orgiving the greateſt ſins, which wound the foulc 
even to death, 

2. It moveth us to love God the more. Aary 
loved much, becauſe much was forgiven her. 

3- It mollifies the moſt ; it cauſeth them to re- 
lent, and weepe much more. This js plaine by that 
place, where it is ſaid, that when God forgave the 
greateſt ſinnes, thenthey mourned and lamented 
as in thoſe Converts, A#.2.37. | 

4- Ir purifies the heart :. for no man lookes to 
kecpe his heart pure, untill hee be aſſured of the: 
forgiveneſle of his ſinnes , for till then hee cannot 
looke on God as ona Father : but onthe contrary, 
when the ſinne is not forgiven, God loſeth the 
glory of being a Father, and the glory of his truth, 
| and of his mercy z and that hardens the heart from 
relenting. | 

Seventhly, from the price which was _—_— Motive 7. 
which no ſinne can goe beyond : indeed, if Chriſt 
had p1yed bur a finite price , wee might feare that 
our ſinnes ſhould not be forgiven. If a man were in 
debt two thouſand pound, and there were but one 
pay'd, hee might be di'couraged: bur when there 
15 infinitehy more pay'd than the debt is, this ſhould |, 

make us belceve our ſinnes are forgiven us whatſo- | 

ever they be, ſecing they be all bur finite. 
Eighthly,from the tenour of thePromiſes, which | Aforve $, 

| procl inettar they that beleeve and rep-nt, and 
forſ-ke their finnes, thall finde p! rdon tor them :| 
as a King that proclaimes that all traytors and re- 
| E  bels} 


"J 


as | | The ( briftzan freedome, or 


bels ſhall be pardoned if they would lay downe 
tlicir weapons. Now, Non eft excipiendum ubi lex 
non excigic, There is no exceptionto be made where 
the law makes none. God taith, yea tnerefore hath 
ſaid and ſworne it, that he will forgive out finnes, 
that we may beleeve it. | | 

But I have committed the ſinne oft, 

Yet God will forgive thee. Though thou haſt oft 
commuted whoredome, yer I mill forgeve thee, if thou rurne 
unto me, ſaith the Lord, by the Prophet,of the houſe 
. | of Iſrael, )Fer.3.r. | 

Hence then (to make ſome uſe of it) wee may 
learne nut todeceive our ſelves, to think we are in 
the ſtate of grace, when we are not : for tf wee did 
truly beleeve our ſinnes are forgiven us, wee would 
be healed : bur if we have the ſame luſts,and keepe 
tae ſame company , which we did when wee were 
not changed, itis a mecre deluſion, whatſoever we 
ſty or think. 

And thus much for the third point too : there 
yet remaines one more, wherewith wee will con- 
clude the whole text ; and that we may draw from 
q the contrary to what the Apoſtle here ſaith; and 

in.lced itis implyed, though notexpreft : for if fin 
have no dominion over them that are not under the 
law, but under erace: then on the other fide muſt it 
needs be as true, That whoſoever ts under the law, ſinne 
hath dominion over him, that is , Hee that refrainzth 
ſinne onely for feare of the law,and of judgements, | | 
ſinne hath dominion over him : this is the caſe of 
them that refraine ſinning onely for feare , and for 
the ſalvation of their ſoules, or for educations ſake, 
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which have beene brought up in good families, or 


ſuch as repent upon ſome amazement, fike thebul- | 


ruſhes which hang downe their heads onely while 
the ſhower laſts. And thar, 
Firſt, becauſe all ſuch as are nat under grace, but 


under the law, have not received the ſpirit, which 
commethby hearing the Goſpell: and no cteatyre 


can change one creature into another , as lead into 
gold , ora Wolfe into a Lamb , unleſle it be 
Gods fpirit.. '' bo 


Secondly, to ſuch Gods ſervice is burthenſome; 


and violent motious laſt not long : they ate weary 
inclambering up-an hill : all naturall motions are 
ſwifter at the laſt than at the firſt ; but theſe are 
like the Iſraelites, who after a time would have re- 
turned into eZgypr againe. 

Now then, to end all with the time, let us 1. Be 
exhorted not to abſtaine from any ſinne for feare of 
puniſhment , but conſider whether thou wouldeſt 
ſerve God for Gods ſake, although there were nei- 
ther heaven nor hell : it muſt be our meat and drink, 
which men would doe though there were no pu- 
niſhment for the omiſſion of it. Bleſſed is hee that 
hungreth and thir ſteth after righteouſneſſe. = | 

2. Hence wee may learne not to deferre repen- 
tance gill death, ſickneſle, croſſes, or age comes : 
then it may be you would not finne , though with 
Balaam you had your houſe full of gold and ſilver : 
for it's not the abſtinence from ſinne that God lo- 
veth, but the change of the heart, Amaziabs heart 
was not right though he walked in all the wayes of 
David, There are menthat have made a covenant 


E 2 | with 


* 


| 27 


Rea. 1, 


Vſe 2, | 


_—— 
4 


A = PR 1 
M.A AM i. At. Si - 
, 


». 


ee AAR 
OO > tee On. 
-_ _» _ —— =W OW Sa " = 
R by 
* + * . g 
a 


-— 


The Chriftian freedome, &c. © 


| 


with hell and death; bur God will difanull that 


covenant, or it wilt be but equivocall; many have 
ſworne in their ſicknefſe never to commit (inne 
again, which afterward they have commitred again 
with greedinefſe ; many have dyed in the ſame 
without repentance. | | 

3+ Labour to ſee your ſelves doing duties with 
as.much love as youcan, and with as little feare, 
becauſe perfect love cafteth out feare. And ſo (be- 
loved) I have given you a briefe ſurvay of the ſe- 
verall points contained in this portion of holy 

Scripture : wherefore, if you know 
theſe things,happy are yee 
if yee doc them. 
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"THE 


DEF OR MED 


FORME OF A FOR- 
MALL PROFESSION: 
oY > - 
The deſcription of a true and falſe 


Chriſtian, either excuſing, or accuſing him, for 
his pious, or prerended converſation: 


Shewing that there is a powerfull godlineſſe neceſſary 
to ſalvation, and that many have the forme, but ror 
the powey thereof, 


In handling whereof, 


Theſe three things are a and) I. Whatgodlineſſe 7s. 


and powerfully explained and 2. What the power of it is. 
applycd. 3+ What be the reaſons why ſome have 


but the forme thereof : together with the meanes andmarks, both how to 
attaine, and to try onr (elves whether we have the power thereof or not. 


By that late faichfull and worthy Miniſter of leſus 


Chriſt, Jou xn Px x s r o n, Doctor in Divinity, Chap- 
hine in Ordinary to his Majcſtie, Maſter of Emanucll 
Colledge in Cambridge, and ſometimes Preacher 
of Lincolnes Inne. 


Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the hing- 


dome of Heaven, but hee that doth the will of my Father which is in Hea. - 


ven, Math. 7.21. 
Pure religion , and undefiled before God and the Father, is this, towiſt 


the fatherleſſe and widowes iz their affliftions, and to keepe himſelfe unſpot- 
ted of the world, James 1. 27. | 
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THE DEFORMED 


FORME OF A FORMALL 
PROFESSION, 


Ws 


na | 


2 TiMOTHIÞP. 3.5. 


Heving a forme of godlineſſe, but 
denying the power thereof. | 


ah $UR Apoſtle S. Paul doth in 

Ds theſe words give us a part of a 
deſcription of wicked men in 
the latter times: & he bringeth 
them in by way of prevention 
or objection, or an{wer to an 
objettion, as if ſome ſhould 
wonder that there ſhould be 
ſuch kinde of perſons in the Church, as hee in 
the former verſes had deſcribed ; Coverows, boafters, 
proud, Llaſphemers , diſobeZrent 1 # Parents, unthankfull, 
wnholy,ec. doe theſe live as the Church do's 2 Doe 
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_ retaine the Sacraments, and the like 2 Yes, 
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The deformed forme _ 


ſaith the Apoſtle , they doe , wee cannot denieit , only 
this , They have a forme of godlineſſe, but &'c. So that 
the point of doQrine arifing from hence , doth 
i plainly appeare even at the firſt ſight to be this, v#z. 
i That there is a powerfull godlineſſe neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and that many have but the torme , no: the power 


thereof. 


I» What godlineſſe is. 


Now, there be three things mY _ = power 


to be explained in opening Th 
. », The reaſo 

of this doctrine, to ſhew 5 why 

many have no more 


| but the form therof, 
For the firſt , that you may the better conceive | 
| what Godlmeſſe is, ' 1 will firſt ſhew you what it 
} What godli. | 15 Ot. a3; - 
» } -fe is nor. Firſt then, it is not bare nature ; but that goolineſſe 
«} which God requireth of all men; is more then ſo. 
| God indeed hath commanded nature, yea even cor- | 
rupt nature, to bring forth many truits of. godl:neſſe, 
as much abſtinence from pleaſure , much patience, 
| much temperance, and-ſuch like, which are all ve- 
ry beautifull in their owne Spheres z:but becauſe 
they come not from God, nor his Spirit of ſanctifi- 
cation, or becauſe they have no reſpe& of God, 
thercfore they are not godtineſſe, neither doth God 
regard them, | | 
Secondly, it is not the act of religion proceeding 
from ſelfe-love, though oftered to God, in regard 
that men ſee that God is the governour of the 
world, that he hath the keyes of heaven and carth, 
1 and men may dog much to God for ſuch reſpects. 


wing | 


—— 


: 
: 
. 
. 
. 
: 
: 
I 
: 

: 
F 
: 

q\ 
: 
: 
: 


— _ 4 


bu * 


\ 
\ 


cx ? 


_—— 
My 


— 0 | 
x ; 
1 


a. 


4 , +». . > Woe” P 
| . 44 6 a *. 
_ ape <__ OY 0 > RO. ot EIS _ ——— — 
| of a formall profe ſton. | 


S 


lar,vsz, 


ig him as a bridge to get. to heayen! by, making 
Els their —_— $r ps proc 1515 
not godlineſſe: but what is it then, you will ſay!e - 

Thirdly,jtis a divine grace infuſed into the ſoule 
by God,whereby a man followes God,loveghim, 
magnifies him , {ets him up ih his hearrabbveall, 
and manifeſteth this in his life , and.-the-whole 
courſe of it, doing all for him and” to him : atid it is 
thus wrought , When the creature comes 0-ſee no 
beauty in himſclfe, andino help in himſelfe:2ndfith 
God is full of all beauty, and all excelleneic,and all | 
power, able to anſwer our defires-in-eyery: thing; 


when he comes to ſee and conſider this, then he be: | 


gins to ſet up God in his heart ; as the: Jvy having 
no root, cleaves faſter to the tree, ſo likewiſe-doth 
he only to God, ſceing.that hee: cannot ſubſiſt of 


himſelfe ; and when hee comes to ſee that hee de- | 


pends on him for all things, he will doe-all chings 
for him, becauſe all are from him : whereas befors; 
ſecing ſomething in himſclfe , hee-magnified him- 
ſelfe , and ſo withdrew himſclfe and his heart 
from God. And ſo I come to, the next particu- 
What is meant by the power of godlineſſe : and 
for that, you ſhall know there is a godlineſſe, which 

is not only in words and.complements, bur-in deed 
and truth , for it not only puts upon a mana-wathiec 

colour of perfeion, but.dyes his heart in graine in | 
holineſle ; and ir differs from rhe other in five 
things. Wer res 

Firſt, It is done. in the Pomer , when it is hot the | 
bare picture, where there are not only the outward 
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by the power 
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vs The. deformed forme. 
| | Five differen- | lincaments of nature & bue when'therets life in ir | 
| cesberwecvne | and that youſhall know when'# man'nceds nor to 
| Lapeer { be called onto good duties, but there is a naturall 
| } Lncſſe. rinciple of life in him, wherby he doth them with 
* | | facili and conftancie, as naturall ations of life : 
Vf when likewiſe he doth grow inthem; for where 
thereis life, there is alſo growth, and when hee | 
.doth likewiſe deſire that which may feed ir, as the | 
meanes which may ſtrengthen him in the doing of 
it ; as ifa man have life, he deſfireth meat and ſleep, | 
and whenas there is life, thersthe works that come þ 
from a man, are not dead works, and then you have 
the power of godlineſle, it is nota faſhion only. | 
ondly, It is not true, bur counterfeit, when it 
is like the true, but not the ſame, but wants ſome | 
particular property thatis to befound inthe true , 
-as that which is counterfeit Balſame, which is like | 
| thertruc, bur wants the power of healing, and ſo 
| likewiſe a coumcrfeir drug, and a counterfeit jewel, 
| which wants that property which the true hath : 
{ and the want of this you ſhallfinde in the uſe, and 
inthe wearing : ' As 2 rotten bow is found to be | 
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| rotten whenthe arrow is drawne to the head ; ſoif 

| a mans godlinef be counterfeit, and hee unſound, ir 
willbe diſcovered in the wearing , or in ſome par- 
ticular .caſe,when he is put to it,or tried, A Jeweller 
will finde out the property ofa Jewell, but an ordi- 
nary man cannnot doe it,but by uſe & the wearing. 
To inſtance in ſome particular parts of godlineff, the 
love of God, if it be truc,hath theſe properries,thar 
| -a man loves the brethren; for how canſt thou love 
b i animmateriall holinefle in God, if thou loveſt not 


* 2 that 


© aabvdndble toc. et tr ue mans, ory nn 7 oi 2 A HATS 
Fa £ OI « -v" z T by \ 


[P35 '» FOR 
FE + a ow 
>, 


of a formal} projeſion.. 


that-holineſſe which is ſtamipt upon the, creatur® | 
like thy ſelfe 2 ſo likewiſe-zeRicude and upright-.| 
neſſe of heart, try it by this'/property, which our | 


Saviour Chriſt makes of it; graciew ſpeeches ,, Chriſt 
ſaith , that that which is predominant- in the hearr, 
the mouth will be full of: ſo: for'keeping of the 
commandements, if in truth they have this proper- 
ty, that they be not grievous, they will doe them 
| with a naturall delight, and inward willingneſle: ſo 
for taking of Chriſt by faith , every man beleeverh 
he doth {o, but' our Saviour Chriſt trieth it by this, 
Goe ſell all that thou haſt , and thow ſhalt have rreaſure in 
heaven: 8 ſo mayeſt thou try thy ſelf when thou art 
put to it by loſſe of goods,or credit,or otherwiſe, 
Thirdly, It is in the power, when it is ſtrong and 
not weake , when a man hath power and ſtrength 
in doing good duties : and hereby many arg diſco- 
vered, who have good purpoſes only,which though 
they be hearty. in them for a time , yet they want 
power and ſtrength, and this is the caſe of many 
which be in the Church, who though they have 
the knowledge of the word of God, and approve 
the truth-in their conſciences; deſiring to be ſa- 


ved by' the practiſe of it ,'and ſo take up. many } 


good purpoſes, which yet come to nothing, ' be- 
cauſe they want power and ſtrength. Confider 


therefore if thou haſt power and frengrh to per- | 
ha 


forme thy purpoſes, and then rhou the power 
of codlineſſ: ; but notelſe. Many will ſay, I am 
but fleſh and blood, and what will you have meto 
doe ? now here wants the power, as you may ſee in 
the fifth Chapter of Deuteronomy, from the 7. verſe 
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tothe 29, the peoplethere ſaid to Moſes, That what 
the Lord fſbould ſpeake to bim,theywould doe it', they ſaid 
then what they thought; and what they meantand| 
minded , and the*-Lord ſaith of them}, O that there 
were ſuch an heart in them, that they would frare me, and 
ketye my commandements,Qc. 'They wanted the poxer, 
though they had good purpoſes. 

' Fourthly, Tf thon wouldeſt know whether thy 
godlincſſe be in the power or no, ſee whether thou 
haſt not only the ſhaddow of it, but the ſubſtance , 
for there is a ſhaddow with rhe fubſtance: as if thou 1 
pray, there is a formall doing of it, which-is as the 
ſhaddow.z but to pray in the holy Ghoſt, not in the | 
voyce ofthy owne ſpirit ,, but out of Gods owne 
ſpirit 5-not out 'of memory or wit, but our of thy , 
hearr, and that an heart ſanctified by the Spirit of 
adoption; this is the ſubſtance. And ſo ro heare 
for-knowledge onely , that is the ſhaddow., but 
to heare for practiſe, that is theſubſtance : And 
| ſoagaine, for us to preach the Goſpel, to doe it be- 
| cau wa it laid upon w, and there's a noe denoun- | 
ced ag ainſ} uw if we doe it not, as ſaith our Apoſtle of 
| himſclfe, there is the ſhaddow , * But/zo' preach mwith 

power, 4nd authority, and not as the Scribes and Phariſes, 
with the emicing words of mans wiſedome , this is the 
ſubſtance. - ; | 

Fifthly and finally, Tr is in the powey when a man 

| gocth thorough the work: a thing is ſaid to bein 

the power when it is effetuall, when a man bringeth 

it toan end, and doth it not by halves : ſo ſome be- 

gin indeed, but then they kavethe work inthe ru- 

| diments: bur if a man have the power , —_— 
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break through all difficulties, hee will leape over 
all tillhe hath wrowghe out bis ſalvation with feare and | 
trembling. | 
And thus having diſpatcht the ewo former parti- 
culars, I haſtento the th:rd and laſt of the premiſes, 
viz. The reaſons why ſome have but the forme; and 
not the power : and they are eſpecially theſe. 


| 


Firſt,” becauſe 'the forme is moſt cafie , but the | Reaſons why 4 
power is a mattcr of more difficulty : for the former I 
7 r : 


[ir doth not call upon a man to cut off his right hand, | {..... | 
WM to pluck out his righe eze, and to denie himſelfe in | 


things neareſt and deareſt unto him, as the porer 
doth , for it requires a man ſhould take paines in 
ood duties ,'and goe through them , not to'omit 
| or flight the leaſt of them in the leaſt meaſure that 
may 4 or to lic in knowne fſinnes; and farther, ir 
| requires a man ſhould doe this from day to day, | 
and that whenit croſſes the fleſh moſt : this is an | 
hard ſaying', and cauſed many that they would no 
longer abide with Chriſt ; they were willing to 0- 
| | bey the forme, but-not the power. 
Secondly, becauſe this power breeds hatred and 
oppoſition in the world, and the world wilt crofſe 
it againe: now then, when a man may tetaine the 
forme, and hold in with the world, a man-may be 
of the world ſtill, and the world will love his own: 
whereas the power makes men Antipodes to all the 
world; this makes many care for no more but the 
forme. Fit for this purpoſe is that place, Wiſd, 2. 12, 
where the ungodly ſay of the righteous on this 
wiſe. Theſe mens lives are contrary 10 ours, and their do. 
| ings reprove our thoughts , therefore let 14 oppreſſe them : 
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| The deformed forme 
and Chriſt tells us we muſt look for no other, ſay- 
ing, Fe ſbelt be hated cf all men for his names ſake, and 
it 15 no cafic matter to have all men in contention 
with us : this then is another reaſon hereof. 
Thirdly , becauſe it is enough to ſerve a mans 
turne for his unregenerate ends: for meh having a 
naturall conſcience , whereof they muſt ſto the 
mouth, and it being injudicious, and not able to 
judge of the powey of godleneff, they arc ſatisfied with 
the, forme : as when Children are wayward and 
wrangling , becauſe wee know they are not judici- 
ous, we giyc them Nutts, not gold orfilyer to ſtill 
them, and it ſerves their turnes as well; ſo is it here 
in the naturall conſcience, it doth judge the forme 
to be enough to carry a man to heaven; and:\vho 
would doe more than he needs muſt - 
Fourthly, becauſe if men have but the forme of 
godlineff, Satan troubles them nor, nor the fleſh : but 
when men labour for the power of godlinefſe, and goc 
on any further than the forme, then Satan (knowing 
| this will bring them to heaven) hath the power of 
hell againſt them, and hee __ a great buſleling 
with them to hinder them what hee can: and ſo 
doth the fleſh too; bur it will not reſiſt the foroxe, for 
that will ſtand with a mans luſts; but if hee be di- 
vided againſt himſelfe, hee cannot endure it ; as to 
denie a friend or a ſtranger, if he be importunarte, is 
a hard matter; but to denie a mans wife that lyes in 
his boſome, it ſhee be carncſt, is more difficult ; but 
to denie a mans ſelfe when he is importunate with 
himſelfe, is moſt difficult, and yet this you muſt 
doe, if you have the power of it. Now to denie the 


ponery 


| for the folding of them up againe , and' firſt from 
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power of it, is when itis laid opento men and offe- 


red, and they with ſtubbornneſſe of will reſiſt and 
denic it. 


And ſo much for the opening of the words: now 


the firſt, whar godlineſfis, | 

Let us learns not rodeceive our ſelyes, for iris 
not (as Itold you) naturall or morall vertues only, 
no nor the doing of the ations of religion, a man 
making himſclfe his urmoſt ends thereof: conteht 
not your. ſelves therefore with any thing thart is not 
godlineſle : let mee ſpeake unto you as' Peter to the 
diſperſed brethren, where afterthat he had recko- 
nd wp many vertucs, patience, knowledge, temperance, 


Oc. he bids them add toall theſe godlineſ, as if hee | 


odlineſs, that is, that they all come from God, and 
; —_ rohim; for this is the nature of godlzneff, to 
come to the Wells head, and to ſearch higher than 


within us of our ſelves. And then againe, if we be 
to preach to others, wee ſhould learne to preach 
Chriſt and God, that is,to enforce all as from them 
and to them ; not only to exhort'to morall vertues, 
with ſuch inſtrutions as may be taken out of Sexes 
ca or Plutarch ( though theſe have their uſe and 
place) bur as out of the Scriptures, let-Chriſt and 
God come in, and ſhew you how all doe come: 
from God, and looke to God : an4 fo all you that 


comming 


had ſaid, all the reſt are not availcable unlefſe you | 
| have godlimef allo : ſee therefore that all theſe be. 


nature, to have another Alpha and Omegs of all that | 
is within us, or that comes from us, than what is } 


wes hearers, be ſure all you doe be godlinefs, thar is,, 


Vſe 1. 
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| comming from God, and tending to him : for mo- 


—_—  — 


_— 
— 


tions havetheir denominations 'from their termemnu 
4 que, and from their ends , as thart is called cale- 
fan that tends. to beat : ſo is that truly gozlineſſe 
that tends to Ged, and hath reſpeR unto him. Art 
thou a Student © when thou ſtudicſt and takeſt 
paines in thy books , ſee whether thou do'ſt it for 
thy ſelfe or for thy credit, or doeſt thou make God 
thy utmoſt end s examine thy heart, and examine 
it narrowly : and ſo likewiſe you that are excrciſed 
in other Callings, doe you doe them that you may 
doe good to mankindc in them, as+a ſervant that 
ales bis talent to his maſters ſervice ? then is this 
godline” ſo if you cat or drink, or recreate your 

elves, doe you doc it that you may doe good bet- 
ter, as men whet their ſythes that they may mowe 
the better * then this is alſo ged/inef , for it tends 
to God and godlineſſe. 

But you will ſay, Doe you altogether condemne 
naturall and morall vertues * muſt they doe no- 
thing © yes, you ſhall have this uſe of them , that 
they will help as winde to drive the ſhip; only ir is 


godlineſi is the rudder that guides it , and aymes at 
the right haven: as for example, you are com- 
manded to love your children , and your wives ; 
you are bound to doe this, if you had nv natural 
aftecions in you; only having theſe affetions in 
you, you doc it with more caſe; clſe.you muſt 
drivethe ſhip with oares , whereas now the winde 
fills the ſailes, and you doe it with more facility 
and caſe: and ſo likewiſe you are bound to be pa- 
tient and meeke, and you muſt be ſo, though your 

| | natures 


— — 


/ 
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 natuxes be not fo, bur if your natures. be ſo ; you! 
may the more eaſily be {o;, yet ſo as. @dlixeF miſt 


tues are like good horſes, that draw the Charior, 
but godlneff 15 the LHuriga, the Coachman , without 
which, take the moſt excellent things that nature is 


gards them not; for God regards nothing bur that 
which drawes the creatures unto him ; but now 


tomes, and ſo likewiſe all things whatſoever they 
be that beaurifie the fleſh; for God will have z0 


fleſh to gloryin it ſelfe 3 bur let him that glories, glory in 


ſpirit , wherewith God adornes his Saints, as an 
husband doth his wife with Jewels, if you magnifie 
them, you doe ſo much withdraw your hearts from 
God: therefore in heaven it is ſaid there js neither 
Sunne, nor Moone ; now what is that ? there is no 
excellenciein any creature that is magnified there, 
but Godis all in all, hee is Sunne and Moone : and 
therefore in the Revelarion of Saint Fehr it is ſaid, 
and ſaid totheir honour, it is made their worth thar 
they give all to God _ and power be to ouy God 
for ever ,, they fall on their faces, throw down their 
crow ncs, Fug created glorious creatures. When 

els began to reflect upon themſelves, 
it was their ruine, they fell from God : for the 
creature of it ſelfe is like a glaſſe without a bottom; 
ifir commeth to ſtand upon irs owne botrome, it 


ſet the Compaſſe, and ſtcere the ſhip. Morall ver- | 


capable of, if it be not guided by it , the Lord re- | 


morall veriues makes' us reſt upon: our owne bot- | 


the Lord, Nay, I add more, take the graces of the | 


falls, and breakes ;, and ſo. the Angels when they | 


loweſt 


would ſtand of themſelves, they fell downe to the 
G | 


1 Cor.1.:9.30 


Rev. 7. 12+ - 
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| loweſt pit: and therefore of-all graces, labour for | 


. 


'if it be ſuch a powerfull thing '(as you have heard ir 


of it. Whereſoever it is in truth, there ir is ir pow- 


all unto God, nothing to mans ſelfe; "and there- | 
| 


inany mans heart, hee ſendeth godlineſle into it, 


and therefore alſo the Spirit is called a ſperer of power, 


ro 
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fore they are the great graces in religion, which 
you muſt cbiefly labour for, | 


Secondly,: from that there is a power in gedineſ | 
is), then this may ſerve to comfort us in the wayes 


ex: ſay that thou' haſt ſuch a lighe rhat+thou canſt 
not beleeve, that there be ſuch roades as that thon 
canſt not walk by them , yer if thou haſt godlineſſe, 
thou ſhalt be able to overcome, for the kingdome of 


God confifts im power, When God commeth to-dwell 


which rules init as a King' in his Kingdome ; think 
therefore of it as of Monarchs as Alexander was, or 
thoſe which Daniel ſpeakerh of, it- carries all be- 
fore it, it bringeth every thought into ſubjeion : 


and if you have godlineſſe, it commeth from the 


ſpirit , and therefore is accompanied with power ; 
and therfore Chriſtis ſaid to be fall of che holy Ghof, 
and of power ; and ſo Stephen, and Fobn the Baprifft, | 
And grace is ſaid tobe a powerful thing : Be ſtrong in 
the grace of God, and in the Power of bis might. 
Now,the reaſon why godlines hath powey, is,be- 
cauſe God hath pur vertue into it: As when you ſee 
ſuch and ſuch an hearb have ſuch a vertue in it to 
doe ſuch and ſuch athing , it is becauſe God hath 
endued it with ſuch a power ; and ſo hath he done 
with godlineſſe, If therefore thou haſt any thing 


th. 
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to:doc iareligion; ſer onat's: Haſt thomw any luſt to | 
overcome? 1cronit, and let mee ſpeake to thee as | 
hee ſpake to Gideon, -Goe-on thou waliant man 'in the 
might of che Loxd. The people of frael travelling to 
the land of Canaan,ſaw the Citics walled to heaven, [- 
and that -rhe Gyants-were there -,: the ſonnes of 
CAnak; yet Joſhua biddeth them be of good com- 
fort, and feare not, for the Lord would j{fight for 
them,and delrver their adverſaries unto their hands: {0, 
though you ſee difhcultics in the way to heaven: 
yet godlinefle is a powerfull thing that will carrie 
=_ through all :- therefore likewiſe the Apoſtle 

aving prayed for the. Epheſians, that they might 
not faint at bis tribulations for them , which was thear 
glory, but that they might be ſtrengthened with might 
by bis Spirn in the inner man , to comprehend with all 
Saivty, the breadeb , and length, and depth, and beigh, | 
and to knm the leverof Chrif whlch:poſſeth knowledge , 
, which becauſerhey might think they ſhould never 
be able ro do;he addeth, To himthat us ab do above | Ver. 26 21,” 
all that we can aske or think , according to th? power that 
worketh in me, be all glory: as if hee ſhould have ſaid, 
God is able to doe it, and that by the power which 
worketh in him ; ſo ſuppoſe to ſubdue ſome luſt of 
the fleſh,be a thing ſo hard as you think it wil never P 
be done;nay,you conceive it to be a thing ſo impro- "YER 
bable as that you are aſham'd to ask it: yet,according | 
10 that power which worketh in us he is able 10 ave above all 
we asf or think: and therfore he prayeth that their eyes 
may be opened, that they may ſeethe greaineſſe of the power 
that wrought in thew , and it was not that they might 


ſce and look at it idly, but for the uſe to ſerve their 
G2 rurnes, | 


Eph. 3.13,Xc. 
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turnes, 'tharthey laying hold of ity, and uſing of-it,-| 
| might 'be able x. doe theſe things which ve de: | 
fire ſhould 'be done, even ſuch things to which a 
| mans nature is- as untoward as water is to heat{ 
«1 whenthere'is none in it:--only, as Chriſt ſaid to] | 
| Mary, 'Beleeve and 50u ſhall ſce the power of God, thou _ 
muſt -2oc to God for it by faith, and God will ſhew 
| it forth unto you, and you ſhall have fruits of it. 
| The end of faith is not only roapply the holy 'pro-/ 
miſes of juſtification, 'but of ſanctificarion alſo : as 
| for example , he hath promiſed to baptize you with 
1 the holy Ghoſt and with fire,that is, with zeale & other | 
= graces of the ſpirir, which muſt 'give them power 
= and ſtrength;and all,that ſine eight nor razgne in thezr 
wortall bodies. Goe to God then and urge him with 
his promiſe, and hee cannot denie you. Whermen 
therefore think to excuſe themſelves by ſaying, -I | 
am not able to doe ſuch a thing,what will:you have 
| me todo ? it is no excuſe : for if they were but wil- 
ling, it is he requireth of them; the power, that be- 
longerh to' God z which if men would bur belceve, 
4 and goto him, he would undoubtedly give it them, 

I therefore now ask thee, Wouldſt thou turne to 
God : Wouldſt thou overcome ſuch and ſuch a 
luſt of uncleanneſſe, drunkenneſle 2 &c. be it what 
it will be : if thou an(wef, No, then thou art juſtly 
condemned, thy blood be upon thy owne head : | 
| .\but if thou ſayeſt, Yes, thou wouldſt, then come 
| but to God, be reſolute to be religious in good ear- 
neſt, and I will aſſure thee, hee will vouchſafe thee 
| power to doe it. The Apoſtle faith, that God would 
confirme them unto the end, that they might be blameleſſe in 
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{he hath ſaid, he hath promiſedit, hee ſhall break his. 


i " |power and ſtrength to goe m_—_ with thy owne 
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the day of the Lord Jeſs , for, ſaith he, God is fairkfull, 


word if he do not:let me reaſon ita little with you; 
Is. it not an acceptable requeſt to goe to God with | 
all thy heart , and to ſay, Lord, I defire but the 


work > Do'ſt thou think hee will not heare thee ? 
Remember Chriſt, the only Phyſician, how ready 
he was to heale men of their bodily diſeaſes when 
they came unto him; and hee hath not ,pur off his 
nature now: Do'ſt thou think the power of his 


5 


death & reſurreQion were but fancies, or a notion 2 
If not, goe on and feare.not; for as God ſaid to 
Joſbas, 1 ſhalt thou finde him to deale with thee, 
Twill never leavethee,nor forſake thee. 

And ſo lcaving what I have ſaid,to your further 
conſideration, I come toa third uſe,rhat ſeeing god- 
lineſſe is ſuch a powerfull thing as you have ſcene, 
therefore you would take heed how you deceive 
your ſelves with fond deſires and purpoſes, thar 
have no power, no force in them,ſoas to think thar 
they williny the turne ; no nor yeta few feeble 
faint endeavours, I ſay to men that ſet on religious 
courſes without having their hearts changed, as 
Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, Tarrie yee inthe Cate, 
till yee be endued with power fromon high: as it our Sa- 
viour Chriſt ſhould have ſaid , If yee goe P—_—_ 
into. the world, yee will not be able to goe throug 
with your works ; ſtay therefore with faſting and 
prayer till you have received power from on high 
to carrie you through : for new purpoſes in a man: 
that returnes to his old nature, are like new wane 2n 
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elaveels , they will break the veſſells and be too 


| bigge for your hearts : it is therefore enough to! 
take 


up now a purpole,, and beginto be diligent in 
your Calli - Rey: in che Sabbath z for, It'1s 
impoſſible theſe purpoſes ſhould live in an hart that 
is carnall: for, as the ſoyle muſt be ſutable'to eve» 
ry creature,or elſe it will not live, ſo likewiſe you 
will never be able to performe theſe purpoſes. 

In the firſt place therefore labour to get new 
hearts , as the bottome of theſe purpoſes, which 
may be as the root togive ſapto them, for then 
they will live and grow in you, whenthere is a 
ſoyle to ſute with them. 

Secondly, get power in beleeving. Chriſt our 
Saviour, when he came unto his Country, it is ſaid, 
He would not put forth his power to nork many miracles 
there : Why ſo © one would have thought hee 
ſhould rather have wrought them there than any 


where clſc, both for his owne honour, and the 
good of his Country-men, noplace then was fit- 
ter for that than it:yet there he works few or none, 
and the reaſon was, becauſe of thery anbeliefe, they be- 
leeved mot : ſo that it is the want of faith that holds 
Gods hands from ſtrengthening you ; you will not 
(I ſay) beleeve God, who hath ſworn (and it is not 
an idle oath) that hee would grant that wee ſhould 
ſerge him in godlineſſe and holineſſe all the dayes of our 
life. When the widow came to Chriſt to be healed 
of the iſſue which ſhe had many years, it is ſaid that 
uvertne went owt of him 10 heale her, becauſe ſhe beleeved : 
and though it have bin a diſeaſe of never ſo many 


cares, yet if he ſay, Be 5emhole,it is no matter what 
x 2} : { has * ) 


nd the 
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the diſeaſe is, ſo God be the Phyſician and there- 
fore beleeve. 0 2:30 

Thirdly, pray, and furniſh your ſclves with all 
the graces of the _ not only goe about things, 
bur meintaine 2 ſtock, fill the ciſterne ever 
within, whet and point the ou of Godin you; 
for the inward man every day is ſubject to decay, 
as well as the outward man: and doe not take ayme 
at your ſelves, or at your ſtrength, when you arc 
ina good mood, or by the preſent temper; for it 
vantiies if there be nota ſupply from day to day 
from grace within, if you doe not whet your ſoules 
every day. 

Fourthly and laſtly, if this be true, that many 
are partakers of the forme that have not the power of 
codlineſfe ; that when we come to looke on the fa- 
ces of our Churches , we finde the forme in many : 
but if we come unto their dealings and carriages in 
private, ye ſhall ſcarce finde the power (it's as rare, 
as the other is frequent;) in theirprofeſſion indeed 
there is a forwe, but yer ye ſhall finde religious ſer- 
vants as idle as others, and wives as ſtubborne as 
others, husbands and maſters as like Lyons in their 
families, and as falſe in their dealings as others : if 
this be true (I ſay) as it is too true, then be nor de- 
ceived, God is not rocked, but try and examine your 
ſelves herein, for the Kingdome of God conſiſts 
not in word but in power : the Lord will not judge 


you according to your intentions and purpoſes, but | 


according to your works ; and it's not he that ſaith, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall inherit the kingdowe of heaven, but hee 
that doth the will of my Father,&c.Be not then children 

in 
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The deformed forme 
in-underſtanding for to take counters for gold, lay 
not out your money for counterfeit thipgs,'be nat 
foolesto take paines, and yet not have your turnes 
ſerved. Let me ſpeake unto. you as Zagpes doth, If | 
you ſay yee have faith , and no: works , nf fazth ſave 
you ? I ſay, if you have the forme of godlines,and not 
the power, will that ſave you 7 if you would not be 
deceived then, examine your ſelves. 

Firſt of all, if thou doſt more than nature : ſee 
that thou beeft not the ſame man thou waſt, that 
thou ſtandeſt not'up in the ſame troupe thou didſt ; 
if thou doſt , thou haſt no more but the forme of 
godlinefle in thee , for if thou hadſt, it would turne 
thy nature, and add wings unto thee, making thee 
ſoarc higher than nature: 7 am able through Chriſt 
that flrengthens me, and that, not to doe ſome things, 
but all:hwgs. He ſayes not, I doe purpoſe or deſire, 
but, 1 am able io doe all things, &c. Thoſe therefore 
that are able to ſtand againſt ſome luſts that are 
againſt their diſpoſitions , but not againſt all, are 
weake, and have not this power in them. It may | 
be thou art ableto ſerve God when thou art poore, 


but what art thou when the world comes in upon 
thee * thouart able to abſtaine from finnes by na- 
ture, but godlineſſe (as wee ſay of Phyſick) helps 
when nature failes: and as a naturall man with his 
ſight ſees farre, but with an Oprtick glaſſe ſees fur- 
ther; ſo when nature falls ſhort, | helps : as 
though by nature a man may meaſure or count, yet 
if he comes to a large piece of ground, or a great 
ſumme, Art is required : ſo though thou mayelt 
doe many things by nature, yet when godlineſle 
comes, | 


The defomed fome |\ wy | 
comes, it helps-out in things wherein nature failes : 
as Sampſon could doe many ordinary things by his 
owne ſtrength ; but when hee came totake downe 
or carrie away the gates of a Citic, and to. pull 
downe an houſc, it is ſtill ſaid , The ſprrze of the Lord 
came upon him, the Lord went withbim ; and cvcn ſoit | 
1s here. 7 | t 1 
| - Secondly,cexamine whether ye be godl in truth 

orno; for in Chriſt there are {11d to be x tar” vom 
ches as well as living, that is, thoſe that have the 
forme as well as thoſe that have the pewey : but how 
are they diſtinguiſhed 2 the dead beare no. fruit; 
and therefore as Jobs ſaid , Every tree that bringeth | john rs. 
| nor forth good fruit,God puts the axeto it: and ſothe 
three grounds did not bring forthfruit. Examine 
—ee an your ſelves whether ye be full of fruir 
or no, whether ye abound in good duties or no, and 
doe them with an honeſt heart, for thereby the 
fourth ground is diſtinguiſhed from all the reft, 

Thirdly , examine whether ye hold out in time 
of triall or not, whether you are able :o spprove your 
ſelves with joy, as the Apoſtle ſayes of himfelfe, that 
he did when he ws introuble ox every fide, on the right 
Þ hand and on the left, in proſperity and in adverſity. 
+4 The third groun1 held not out in temptation, and 
the reaſon was, becauſe theyhad nor depth of earth, that 
is, they waftted power, and an inward ſtock of grace, 
| for that is, depth of earth: as a man that keeps a great 
houſe, if he have not a ſtock able to ſupply him, he 

| will ſoone prove bankrupr, and for a trades-man 

F . (as yee ſay) if he be not diligent in his trade, and 


i follow it well, and make his returnes, he will ſoon 
5 H breake; 
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and ant inward ſtock of graces to beate his daily ex- 
pehices ot, he will ſoone become bankrupt. © 


it from counterfeir, as in faith u3fained, laborious love, 
} patiem: hope, and the like. 
Thirdly , take heed1cſt ſome luſt overcome all, 
ahd ſo luſt overtop all, and be predominant , as the 
raiſe of men, or areſped of pleaſure , as an Hawk 
(you ſce) though ſhoe may ſoare and flic high , yet 
1e will have an eyeto the prey below ; and ſo have 
hypocrites. See therefore that ye ſerve God in 
leneffſe of hears, and not with eye-ſervice , that you 
doe not harbour any luſt within, for that will ſpoile 
all at laſt : as weeds in a garden, if they be ler alone, 


and not plucked up, will over-runne the hearbs , ſo 
is it with finne, ifit be ſuffered, though it be bur a 
little one at firſt, yet it will like a __—_ OVer- 


ſpread the whole man : and therefore 
looke ro that, that ſome luſt doe 
not overcome all in the end. 
And ſo Iend for this 
text and time. 
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Fourthly, every grace hath ſotne pt ati-| 
nexedto it, which doth diſtinguiſh and erence | 
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bfeake ; ſo alſo when a man wants inward | F.| 


